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adults live in rotting timber, fungi, or tinder loose bark.
Osphya is found on flowers. There are twenty-one British
species, listed by Fowler.

SCRAPTIIDJE.

Small, delicate. Head raised, strongly constricted behind
eyes . Antennae filiform . Eyes emar ginate . Posterior tibiae
as long as tarsi. Penultimate tarsal joint bilobed.

This is a family of rather doubtful position : some authors
placing it with the Melandryidce, while others consider it to be
more allied to the Mordellidce. It contains about eighty
species, the majority of which occur in Europe and North
America ; one has been found in Ceylon and three or four in
Chili. All are as a rule somewhat scarce.

They are small, delicate-looking insects, elongate and rather
narrow, of dull colouring and usually pubescent.

The head is much constricted behind the eyes and is raised
higher than the prothorax. The eyes are emarginate and the
antennae filiform. The anterior coxal cavities are open behind
and the posterior tibiae are as long as the tarsi, all of which
have the penultimate joint bilobed.

The larva of Scraptia fuscula, as described by Perris, is
elongate and linear, with the last abdominal segment very
long and covered with long, fine setae, but not bearing any
processes. Both larvae and adults live in rotting wood or
tough tree-fungi. It is considered very probable that Scraptia
fuscula is to a certain extent myrmecophilous in both larval
and adult stages.

A list of the family will be found in the Berlin Catalogue.
Two species only occur in Britain and are dealt with by Fowler.

Head vertical, ridged behind ; neck very small. Antennae
eleven -jointed, filiform. Posterior tibiae shorter than tarsi.
Penultimate tarsal joint simple. Hind coxae laminate.
Over 700 species are contained in this family, some of them
very widely distributed, while others are found chiefly in
Europe and North America.